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Figure 1. Diagram of lifeboat release hook assembly Figure 2. Diagram of lifeboat release hook assembly
in the reset position.

in the open position.
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Figure 3. Image of blocking lever functioning as
designed (not bypassed).
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Figure 4. Image of blocking lever when bypassed.
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TYPES OF TSB SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS
GENERAL

The purpose of a safety communication is to ensure that identified risks are communicated to those
persons or organizations best able to effect change to convince them to take remedial action.

OCCURRENCE BULLETINS

An occurrence bulletin is a formal, written, safe ty communication used to inform regulatory or
industry stakeholders of potential operational or technical concerns that were uncovered by the
TSB’s initial examination of the circumstances surrounding an occurrence. Bulletins contain only
factual information.

SAFETY INFORMATION LETTERS

Safety information letters are generally concerned with safety deficiencies posing relatively low
risks, and are used to inform regulatory or industry stakeholders of unsafe conditions that do not
require immediate remedial action. Safety informat ion letters are used to pass information for the
purposes of safety promotion or to support or clarify issues that are being examined by a
stakeholder.

SAFETY ADVISORY LETTERS

Safety advisory letters are concerned with safety deficiencies that pose low to medium risks, and
used to inform regulatory or industry stakeholders of unsafe conditions. A safety advisory letter
suggests remedial action to reduce risks to safety.

SAFETY CONCERNS

Safety concerns focus on an identified unsafe cadition for which there is insufficient evidence to
validate a systemic safety deficiency. However, the risks posed by this unsafe condition warrant
highlighting. A safety concern provides a marker to the industry and the regulator that the Board
has insufficient information to warra nt further recommendations at this time; however, as more data
and analysis become available, the Board will return to this unsafe condition if it is not readily
redressed.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

The Canadian Transportation Accideinivestigation and Safety Board A@TAISB Act) makes specific
provision for the Board to make recommendation s to correct identified safety deficiencies.
Recommendations are used to address those systemisafety deficiencies posing the highest risks to
the transportation system and, therefore, warranting the highest levels of regulatory and corporate
attention.

RESPONSES TO TSB SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS

The CTAISB Actrequires that federal ministers provide formal responses as to actions taken or
planned in response to TSB recommendations. The Act does not mandate responses by other
stakeholders to whom Board recommendations are issued. Notwithstanding, these stakeholders are
requested to provide a response, and normally do so.

Although responses to other forms of safety communications are not requested or expected, the TSB
often receives responses to safetyadvisory and safety information letters, and the substance of these
responses are reflected in the Board’s investigation report.



